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Where the Red Fern Grows
Comprehension Questions and Vocabulary
Where the Red Fern Grows Chapters 1 - 2

1. How did the man break up the dog fight?


2. Why did the man feel the need to take care of the hurt dog?


3. What did the man have on his mantel?


4. Who is telling this story?



5. What is the setting of this book?


6. Why could Billy NOT have a dog?

7. Papa bought Billy _____________ to help him get over the hurt of not getting the hound dogs he wanted.

8. What was the first animal Billy caught in his traps?


9. What animal could Billy NOT catch?


10. Which question does this part of the story answer?
a) How did Billy get the two cups?
b) What were the names of Billy's sisters?
c) Will Billy be satisfied with the traps?
d) Who owned the hound that Billy heard howling each night as he went to bed?

11. Although the hound had no way of knowing it, he had stirred memories, and what priceless treasures they were. Memories of my boyhood days, an old K. C. Baking Powder can, and two little red hounds.

This passage implies ____________.
a) Billy will save enough money to buy the coon hounds he longs to own.
b) The man Billy will keep the hound he rescues from the dog fight.
c) Billy finds treasures that makes him rich enough to buy some coon dogs.
d) Billy will help his mother bake biscuits with some baking powder.

12. What is the main conflict in Chapter 2?
a) Billy has to work too hard on the farm to have time to do the things he wants to do.
b) Billy is having trouble catching the rats in the barn.
c) Billy is always catching the cat in his trap.
d) Billy wants coon dogs, but his family is too poor to buy them for him.
13. What does Squalling mean? (pg 2)

14.  What does Cur mean? (pg 2)

15.  What does Aromatic mean? (pg 8)

16.  What does Canebrakes mean? (pg 9)

17.  What are peach tree switchings? (pg 13)

Where the Red Fern Grows Chapter 3

1. What event changed Billy's life?
 

2. Billy could earn money doing all of the following EXCEPT:
a) selling stuff to the fishermen such as crawfish minnows, and fresh vegetables
b) collecting empty soda bottles for their deposit
c) picking berries to sell in his grandpa's store
d) trapping furs in the winter

3. The two dogs would cost _____________ .

4. How long did it take Billy to earn enough money to buy the two hounds?


5. What was Grandpa's reaction to Billy saving all the money?


6. Why did Grandpa tell Billy not to tell his father about the dogs?


7. As a way of celebrating Grandpa gave Billy _______________ .

8. After eating a few pieces of candy Billy, ___________________.

9. A good title for Chapter 3 would be:
a) The Candy
b) A Trip to Grandpa's Store
c) Time to Buy the Pups
d) Grandpa's Unusual Day


10. Which sequence best describes the order of events in Chapter 3?

1) Once he had saved $50.00 Billy took the money to his grandpa.
2) Billy works collecting berries, trapping furs, and selling vegetables to fishermen to earn money.
3) Grandpa became teary eyed.
4) Billy places the money he earns in an old K. C. Baking Powder can. 
5) Billy celebrated by eating candy.
a) 1, 4, 5, 3, 2
b) 2, 4, 1, 3, 5
c) 3, 4, 2, 5, 4
d) 4, 1, 2, 3, 5

11. Which statement from Chapter 3 is an opinion?
a) Grandpa stared at me over his glasses, and then back at the money.
b) Taking his eyes from me, he glanced back at the money.
c) It was too much for my grandfather.
d) He turned and walked away.

12. Which statement is true about Chapter 3?
a) Billy loves his grandpa more than his ma and pa.
b) Billy wanted to share his happiness with his sisters.
c) Billy had a difficult time keeping a secret.
d) Billy likes cats better than dogs.

13.  What does festered mean? (pg 17)

14.  What does mulled mean? (pg 18)

15.  What does heft mean? (pg 20)

16. What does urgency mean? (pg 21)

Where the Red Fern Grows Chapters 4-5

1. What news did Billy get when he visited his grandpa's store on Monday?


2. Ma was concerned about Billy because, ____________.


3. How far did Billy have to walk to reach Tahlequah?

4. _____________ guided Billy to the town of Tahlequah.
a) The Frisco Railroad and the Illinois River
b) The Dripping Springs Road
c) The old buffalo trail
d) The hiking trail through the national forest

5. Billy bought a pair of overalls for Papa, cloth for Mama, and _____________ for his sisters.


6. Billy stopped at the school yard to _____________.



7. How did Billy get the pups home?

8. How did the townspeople treat Billy?

9. Billy took the teasing from the gang until ______________.


10. Why did the fight stop?


11. The marshal gave Billy _________________.


12. Billy spent the night _____________.


13. __________ awakened Billy during the night.



14. ___________ kept the animals away from the cave.

15. The central idea of this reading selection is:
a) Billy's scary night in the woods between his house and Tahlequah
b) Billy's confrontation with the gang of bullies in Tahlequah
c) Billy's trip to Tahlequah to get his pups
d) Billy saves his money to buy two coon hounds

16. Based on the story, it is likely that in the future ________________.
a) Billy's pa will buy a mule
b) Billy will return to Tahlequah each year to visit the marshal
c) Billy will save all the candy for himself
d) Billy will train his two coon hounds to hunt

17. Which question does the story answer?
a) Will Billy get home safely?
b) Will the mountain lion attack Billy and the pups in the morning when they leave the cave?
c) Will Billy's parents be angry with him for going to Tahlequah?
d) Will Billy get the two coon hounds?
18.  What does Briers mean? (pg28)

19.  What does provisions mean? (pg 28)

20.  What doe depot mean? (pg 30)

21.  What does hillbilly mean? (pg 32)

22.  What does grit mean? (pg 41)

23.  What does ventured mean? (pg 44)

Where the Red Fern Grows Chapter 6

1. How did Billy decide on names for the two pups?


2. How did Billy's parents react to him leaving for Tahlequah without telling them?


3. When Papa asked Billy how he liked town, Billy told him _______________.

4. Papa told Billy _________________.
a) he didn't like town either
b) they would be moving to town one day
c) he loved living in town when he was a boy

5. What was the pipe Billy had slid down?

6. What did Billy make for his pups?


7. Billy felt __________________.
a) God had answered his prayers
b) he was lucky not to have to travel to Tahlequah everyday
c) his parents would never forgive him
d) afraid to go hunting

8. A good title for Chapter 6 could be _________________ .
a) Gifts
b) Wise Pups
c) The Homecoming
d) A Surprise for Grandpa
9. Which question does Chapter 6 answer?
a) How did Billy rip his britches?
b) Has Papa ever walked to Tahlequah?
c) What names will Billy give his pups?
d) Will the pups turn out to be good hunting dogs?

10. Which statement from Chapter 6 is an opinion?
a) At the mention of soda pop, the blue eyes of my sisters opened wide.
b) I told them it was strawberry and it bubbled and tickled when I drank it, and it made me burp.
c) He had bought me a bottle of soda pop.
d) Strawberry is the best flavor of soda pop.

11. Which statement about Chapter 6 contains a cause-effect relationship?
a) Billy named his two hounds Little Ann and Old Dan.
b) Because Billy bought material, Mama will make new dresses.
c) Billy told his family about his trip to town.
d) Mama and Papa hoped to move to town one day.

12. Based on Chapter 6 one can conclude ___________.
a) Little Ann and Old Dan will grow into great hunting dogs
b) Billy has a loving family
c) Billy's parents will punish him if he goes off to town on his own again
d) Billy's sisters will want their own pets now that Billy has the coon dogs
13.  What does trance mean? (pg49)

14.  What does querying mean? (pg 51)

15. What does hampering mean? (pg 53)

Where the Red Fern Grows 
Comprehension Questions for Chapters 8-11

1. Why must Billy hunt at night?




2. Where did the the coon get "treed" _______________.


3. Grandpa's suggestion for keeping the coon in the tree during the night was _____________.


4. How was Billy's prayer answered?


5. A coon skin was worth __________.


6. Billy took the money he earned from the coon skins and did what?

7. With the first coonskin Billy was able to catch using his coon dogs, Billy's mother wanted to do something special, so she ______________.

8. When Ann cut her foot, Billy locked her in the ____.


9. Which dog did Billy think was smarter? Why?


10. What happened to Little Ann?



11. What happened when Billy tried to rescue Little Ann, ______________.



12. How does Billy get Ann out of the icy river?


13. Which sequence best describes the order of events in this story?

1) The first coon the dogs tree is in the giant sycamore.
2) Billy sells his coonskins at Grandpa's store.
3) Billy's mother makes a coonskin hat.
4) Little Ann falls into the icy river.
5) Billy works for two days chopping down the giant tree.
6) Billy goes on his first coon hunt with Little Ann and Old Dan.
7) Billy rescues Little Ann.

a) 6, 1, 5, 4, 7, 3, 2
b) 6, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7
c) 6, 3, 4, 1, 2, 5, 7
d) 6, 1, 5, 3, 2, 4, 7

14. Which statement from Where the Red Fern Grows contains a cause-effect relationship?
a) Little Ann was whining and begging for help.
b) I knew something had happened to Little Ann.
c) I starting hooking at the collar of Little Ann.
d) At the movement of Little Ann, Dan threw a fit.

15. Which statement from the story is an opinion?
a) I wrapped Little Ann in my coat and hurried into my clothes.
b) I laid Little Ann close to the warm heat and went to work.
c) Out in the river I could hear the cold water gurgling in the icy trough. It seemed to be angry.
d) Before I left for home, I walked back to the sycamore tree.

16. From which point of view is Where the Red Fern Grows written?
a) first - The writer uses pronouns such as "I" or "me" or "my".
b) second - The narrator tells the story using the pronoun "you".
c) third - The author uses pronouns such as "he", "she", or "it".

17.  What does Riffle mean? (pg 75)

18.  What is Liniment? (pg 91)

19.  What does Fad mean?  (pg 91)

20.  What does Slough mean? (pg 106)

21.  What does Rile mean? (pg 111)

Where the Red Fern Grows Chapter 12

1. Grandpa liked to _____________.
a) brag
b) tell jokes
c) tease
d) save money

2. Which of the following describes the Pritchards?
a) bullies, rugged, and nasty
b) dirty, wild, and mean
c) bootleggers, thieves, and "no-accounts"
d) kind, fun loving, jokesters

3. While Grandpa ground the corn ________.
a) the Pritchards looked around the store at the shirts
b) the store was locked up
c) Billy watched the store
d) the Pritchards were told to wait outside


4. What did Rubin bue at Grandpa's store?


5. Rubin bet how much money that Billy's hounds couldn't tree the ghost coon?


6. What did the ghost coon do that was the opposite of what most coons would do?



7. A good title for Chapter 12 could be:
a) Bootleggers, Thieves, and No-Accounts
b) Chasing the Ghost Coon
c) Grinding Corn
d) A Night in the Woods

8. The author, Wilson Rawls, wrote Where the Red Fern Grows to:
a) persuade young students to go coon hunting
b) inform readers how to hunt for coons
c) entertain readers with a story about coon hunting
d) help readers become better coon hunters

9. Which excerpt from the book best supports the author's belief that young people should not use tobacco products?
a) Rubin ordered some chewing tobacco.
"Aren't you a little young to be chewing?" Grandpa asked.
b) "Ain't for me. It's for my dad," Rubin growled.
Grandpa handed two plugs to him.
c) Holding the other up in front of him, he looked it over. Looking at Grandpa, he gnawed at one corner of it.
d) "Let's go grind that corn."

10. What is the main conflict in Chapter 12?
a) The Pritchards bet Billy that his dogs can't catch the ghost coon.
b) The Pritchards buy chew tobacco.
c) Grandpa can't trust the Pritchards to stay in his store while he grinds the corn.
d) Old Man Pritchard killed a man in Missouri.
11.  What is a pelt?

12.  What does begrudgingly mean?

Where the Red Fern Grows Chapter 13
1. Rubin and Rainie said the farm and land they were hunting on belonged to who.


2. How did Billy know the ghost coon was NOT in the tree?


3. Where was the ghost coon was hiding?

4. Why would Rubin and Rainie NOT give Billy the $2.00?


5. Why did Billy NOT want to kill the ghost coon?


6. What stopped Rubin from beating up Billy?


7. What happened to Rubin as he was trying to kill Old Dan and Little Ann?


8. What did Rubin ask Billy to do before he died?


9. What helps Billy overcome his grief of Rubin's death?


10. Which sequence best describes the order of events in this passage?
1) Rubin tripped and fell on the ax.
2) The Pritchards bet Billy that his dogs couldn't tree the ghost coon.
3) Old Blue and Old Dan started fighting.
4) Billy and the Pritchards spent the night chasing the ghost coon.
5) Rubin and Rainie came to Grandpa's store to buy tobacco.
6) Billy and his hounds figured out the ghost coon's trick.

a) 5, 2, 4, 6, 3, 1
b) 4, 6, 3, 5, 2, 1
c) 5, 2, 1, 6, 3, 4
d) 5, 2, 6, 4, 1, 3

11. Which selection from the book contains a cause-effect relationship?
a) I knew my dogs were very close to each other.
b) I saw the small stick when it whipped up from the ground. As if it were alive, it caught between Rubin's legs. I saw him fall.
c) Still holding my dogs by their collars, I looked back. I couldn't understand what I saw. Rubin was laying where he had fallen.
d) I could see that Rainie was paralyzed with fright. His mouth and eyes were opened wide, and his face was as white as chalk.

12. In the future it is likely that _____________.
a) Rainie and Billy will go hunting together.
b) Grandpa and Billy will hunt together as a pair.
c) Old Dan and Little Ann will run away from home.
d) Billy will be extra careful with axes.

13. Which of these sentences from the story states an opinion?
a) All the way home my dogs kept running out in front of me.
b) The following day was a nasty one.
c) Late in the afternoon, I saw Papa coming.
d) Mama asked how Mrs. Pritchard was taking it.

14. Which question does Chapter 13 answer?
a) Will Rainie get over Rubin's death?
b) How did Grandpa react to Rubin's death?
c) What were Rubin's last words before he died?
d) How did Old Blue die?
15. What does Astraddle mean? (pg 145)

16.  What is Foliage? (pg 147)

Where the Red Fern Grows Chapter 14

1. Why does Grandpa blame himself for Rubin's death?



2. What surprising news did Grandpa have for Billy?

3. What foreshadowing did Rawls do in Chapter 1 that lets the reader know how the coon hunt will turn out?
a) The old man had a photograph of the championship coon hunt hanging in his home.
b) The old man told the hurt dog that he once had championship hounds.
c) The old man had two cups on his mantel.
d) The old man had a trophey in his home.

4. What did Grandpa gave Little Ann and Old Dan as a treat?


5. How would Grandpa, Papa, and Billy would get to the coon hunt?


6. Billy had been so busy he hadn't noticed ______________.
a) his papa had grown a beard
b) his mom was going to have a baby
c) his sister was going to have a birthday celebration
d) his shoe had gotten a hole in it

7. Billy's youngest sister asked him ________________________.
a) if she could have the gold cup
b) if she could go to the coon hunt
c) if Billy could win the coon hunt
d) if they could have a party when he came home

8. What was the one thing Billy said was wrong with Little Ann?


9. Grandpa had packed the buggy with the tent, groceries, and __________.
a) flashlights
b) dog food
c) Billy's ax
d) sleeping bags
10. A good title for Chapter 14 could be:
a) Gun-Shy
b) Rubin's Death
c) An Exciting Adventure
d) The Day of the Hunt

11. Based on the story one could conclude all of the following EXCEPT __________.
a) Little Ann and Old Dan will win a gold cup at the coon hunt
b) Grandpa would be excited about the coon hunt
c) Grandma would stay by herself while Grandpa went to the coon hunt
d) the Pritchards would be a the coon hunt

12. Which statement from Chapter 14 contains a cause-effect relationship?
a) Grandma handed Grandpa a pair of long-handle underwear and a scarf, saying, "I knew you'd forget something."
b) Little Ann sensed my happiness.
c) I was so choked up I couldn't say anything.
d) My sisters started clapping their hands and squealing with delight.
13. What does Dumbfounded mean (pg 156)

14.  What is a Grub Box?  (pg 157)


Where the Red Fern Grows Chapter 16

1. Why did Grandpa ride in his buggy to a hunting spot?


2. Why did the group lose sight of Little Ann and Old Dan?


3. The 410-gauge pistol that Papa carried was used for _____________.
a) shooting large game
b) scaring the coons
c) killing the coons

4. Why did Billy and his papa build a large fire?


5. The judge, Papa, and Billy kept laughing because ________________.
a) Grandpa looked funny falling out of the tree
b) Grandpa looked funny in his steaming long underwear
c) Grandpa looked funny tripping and sliding down the steep bank
d) Grandpa looked funny wearing his shoes on the wrong feet

6. The coon had tricked Little Ann and Old Dan by ________________.
a) swimming upstream
b) hiding in a dug out
c) jumping from the fence into the tree
d) hiding in a burrow

7. The hounds caught how many coons during the elimination round?

8. Little Ann and Old Dan chased the coon __________________.
a) up in the mountains
b) right through the camp
c) down in the river bottoms
d) out into an open field

9. Billy and his dogs would be competing between how many other teams in the final round of the competition.


10. What surprised the judge at the end of Chapter 16?
a) Little Ann was doctoring Old Dan's cut ears.
b) The dogs had killed the coon in the river.
c) The dogs had trapped the first coon in less than 30 minutes.
d) Even though the coons were small they were extremely strong.
11. Which sequence best describes the order of events in Chapter 16?
1) Billy and Pa build a fire.
2) Grandpa falls into the river.
3) The men in camp take up a collection for the winner.
4) Old Dan fights a big coon in the deep water.
5) Old Dan and Little Ann hunt the final round with two other teams.
6) Grandpa decides to hunt in new territory.

a) 6, 2, 1, 4, 5, 3
b) 6, 2, 1, 3, 5, 4
c) 6, 2, 4, 1, 3, 5
d) 6, 2, 4, 5, 3, 1

12. The judge said, "Well, have you ever seen that? Look over there!"

Old Dan was standing perfectly still, with eyes closed and head hanging down. Little Ann was licking at his cut and bleeding ears. 

"She always does that," I said.

This passage implies _____________.
a) Little Ann was acting like a mother
b) Dan was hurt too severely to continue hunting
c) licking wounds helps them heal
d) Old Dan and Little Ann have a unique relationship


13. The conflict in this chapter is mostly the result of which event _____________.
a) Grandpa and Billy wishing to win the coon hunt championship
b) Papa wanting to win the money the hunters collected
c) the judge being unfair
d) Grandpa being too old to coon hunt

14. Which statement from Chapter 16 is an opinion?
a) We followed along, stopping now and then to listen.
b) Tension began to build up in the camp.
c) I jumped and grabbed his arm.
d) I spied the coon in the topmost branches.
15.  What does Snuff mean? (pg 175)

Where the Red Fern Grows Chapters 17-18

1. What was the weather like during the final elimination round?


2. Why would Billy NOT come out of the storm?


3. Billy asked Papa to do what so that the hounds would come to them?


4. When Grandpa fell he hurt what?


5. What happened when the hollow tree was finally pushed over?


6. The judge said he never before saw hounds do what?


7. To help Grandpa feel better Billy ________________.
a) told him stories of his coon dogs
b) heated the whiskey and gave him a swig
c) heated the coon pelt and laid it over his swollen ankle
d) gave him hot coffee

8. How did the men in camp know something was wrong with Billy, Grandpa, Papa, and the judge?


9. Mr. Benson scared Billy when he told Billy his dogs were__________________.
a) frozen solid
b) in the river
c) running in circles
d) cut and bleeding

10. Along with the gold cup Billy was given what?


11. Which statement from Chapters 17-18 contains a cause-effect relationship?
a) During the course of the meal, the entire story of the championship hunt was told, some by Papa but mostly by me.
b) As Mama took the beautiful cup, she looked at me.
c) Looking down I saw the box was almost filled with money.
d) Because of his fast circling, Old Dan's feet flew out from under him and he fell.

12. The main conflict is these chapters is mostly the result of ___________.
a) Old Dan falling in the river
b) the memory of Rubin
c) the ghost coon
d) the poor weather

13. Which sentence from Chapters 17-18 supports the conclusion that Little Ann and Old Dan were the best hounds at the championship?
a) I saw the gleaming metal of the gold cup in his hand.
b) Turning to the crowd, he said, "Fellows, I can always say this. On this hunt I've seen tow of the finest little coon hounds I ever hope to see."
c) The judge said, "Son, there's a place on the cup to engrave the names of your dogs."
d) Why had Mama knelt in prayer in front of my dogs?

14. Which question does Chapters 17 - 18 answer?
a) What will Billy do with the prize money?
b) How long will it take for Grandpa to recover from his sprained ankle?
c) Will Old Dan's ear have scars from the fight he had with the coon in the river?
d) How will Billy's family celebrate him winning the coon hunt?
15. What does Doused mean? (pg 190)

16. What does Gingerly mean? (pg 185)

17. What does Gully mean? (pg 204)

18. What does Haggard mean? (pg 201)



